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INT. SCHREB§$.HOUSE - DINING ROOM/PINK ROOM - DAY
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girl (12), dressed beautifiully, with not
place, this is FRIDOLINE SCHREBER.
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SABINE

Look at me, I lg
door. Come on 1
the book?

FRIDOLINE

Yes Mother.

Sabine picks up the worn

scene, and gives it to the

SABINE
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Schreber enters.

Sabine ushers Fridoline towards the family group.

SABIN.
Go. Go.

Fridoline walks through to! join the groupj.

MAID A appears in the main room , bringing a large vase of
cut flowers, to add to those already decorating the room,

she places and arranges the

(CONT ‘D)
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flowers..

The brother-in-law Carl is preparing a camera and leaves it

on a table.

Schreber and Sabine tentatively embrace.

SCHREBER
She is very pretty.
i
SABINE !
Yes. She is isn't she. !
SCHREBER
As pretty as her mother. {
g
SABINE
I'm...I'm very happy you're hoﬁe
now Paul. ;
SCHREBER |
I was.. .. very lonely, Sabchen.

You cannot imagine.

MAID B brings in a tray wi?h opened wine|bottles and

filled glasses.

Sabine wa hrough to the

SABINE

ul is home, everyone.

adjoining room with Schreber.

Anna steps forward to greet

ANNA

him with a kiss.

lcome home Paul.

Schreber kisses his sister ANNA, shakes hands with his
brother CARL, shakes hands with his NEPHEW.

Both maids A & B are handing round wine glasses (water for

the children) -

- and when everybody has a glass in their hands, Carl

proposes a toast..




Toast!

BROTHER-IN-LAW CARL
Toast!

Whispers to Anna)

Come|on my dear.

ANNA

You suffered, you struggled
against weakness. You endured.
You have overcome. Welcome home.

Everyone toasts

Schreber.

EVERYBODY

Welcome Home!

Hep!

They cheer him.)

Hep! Hurrah!

¢
Sabine now brings Fridoline forward. f;:

Frideline. Say hello to your new

Papa

Fridoline curt#eys and dutifully receives a kiss from this

stranger.

Fridoline?
‘(Schreber kisses her
cheeks)

It is

« our family Fridoline. I hope

these

been |settling in.

Fridoline says nothing.

She is carrying

SABINE

SCHREBER

lovely to welcome you into

last few weeks you have

a worn copy of Shock Headed Petér.

SCHREBER (CONT'D)

childhood library. Take any you

want,

i
Ah...I see you have found my old g
f

any you want.

SABINE |

I gave it to her. I hope you

don't

mind. i

Schreber smiles|, shakes his head.

SCHREBER {

They |were always kept for a
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Fridoline stan
for a cue.

|
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Do %1: know any of the poems? {

as if to perform, but looks to her mother
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[ SABINE

| Go on my dear.

Fridoline pauses, looks round, starts.

FRIDOLINE
I Just look at him!
| There he stands,
( With his nasty hair and hands. {
See! His nails are never cut; i
ok .They are grim'd as black as soot;

{
{

Schreber moves towards her, crouches to her lével, and
joins in. {

SCHREBER
And the sloven, I declare,
Never once has combed his hair!
Anything to me is sweeter
Than to see Shock-Headed Peter.

They finish together.gt

Schreber lookls directly at Fridoline as she closes the

book.

e var S ——

SCHREBER (CONT’D) i
You read very prettily my dear.
Th;g book was my childhood

favourite.

} SABINE
Now, now, my dear. Don’'t over-

tax your father. We must look ]
after him now he is restored to
usd ..

Fridoline and the Nephew are sent to play - they start
building a house of cards.

|

| ANNA
You must rest. Father would have
agreed, I am sure. Would have
said your organism was poisoned,
toxic, and is still in need of
cleansing, and above all, rest.

|

Schreber's f%ce as he listens.

[ SCHREBER

Yes.

| ANNA
Poor father. His books, his
plans for reform: they poisoned
hi@ and wore him out.

|
This is gree?ed with silence: no-one says a thing.
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|
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