
The Immaterial Labour Union is a project focused on politically
organizing Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and other monopoly social
network platforms’ workers.

IMMATERIAL LABOUR UNION



Immaterial labour within the context

of commercial social networking platforms



Playbour - the blurrying lines between work and leisure .

e.g: Pleasurable user activities such as updating a status on Facebook or
uploading a picture to Instagram become monetised.
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HOW?



WORK

Human action

Objects Instruments
Human experiences

and online information

Brain, hands, social media

platform itself, speech

Product with use-value
Social relationships and

experiences

Sources:

Capital: The Labour-Process And The Process Of Producing Surplus-Value, Karl Marx
What Is Digital Labour? What Is Digital Work? What’s their Difference? And Why Do These Questions Matter for

Understanding Social Media?, Fuchs and Sevignani



LABOUR

Human action

Objects Instruments
Users' experiences Brain and social media

platform

Product with exchange-value
User generated data

Sources:

Capital: The Labour-Process And The Process Of Producing Surplus-Value, Karl Marx
What Is Digital Labour? What Is Digital Work? What’s their Difference? And Why Do These Questions Matter for

Understanding Social Media?, Fuchs and Sevignani



HOW IMMATERIAL IS IMMATERIAL LABOUR?

Open air mines in Congo Foxconn assembly line



UNITE?

Challenges:

- How to raise awareness, when in most cases workers' are not
aware they are working?

- Is it reasonable to expect labor struggles when workers exploitation
is masked under rhetorics of sociality, connectivity and openness?

- Who to address and what to demand?

- How to open up the space for the alternatives while advocating for
better working conditions?



UNITE!

Why an union?

- "(. . . ) the military school of the workingmen, in which they prepare
themselves for the great struggle which cannot be avoided"
Engels(1845)

- Unionism as revolutionary praxis

- Social movement unionism (McKercher and Mosco)



ILU ZINE

1st step: Establishment of a publication in a zine format, wherein
contributors present their thoughts on concrete issues such as
Terms of Service, User Profile, Advertisement, etc.

i lu.servus.at



ILU ZINE

Erik H. Zepka Daniel Aguilar Ruvalcaba

Nikos Voyatzis
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SOCIAL GRAPH



USER PROFILE



LIKE BUTTONS



REACTIONS/EMOJI




