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Taking a Walk with 'Pedestrian’

There's nothing dull about a good stroll, is there?

What to Know

Pedestrian comes from the Latin for "foot" and still refers to those who walk or
travel by foot. In its early usage it was contrasted with equestrian, which refers to
those traveling by horse. Perhaps because walking is less exciting than riding,
eventually pedestrian also became a synonym for duli or unimaginative.

Look both ways

There's nothing like a good, long walk to get the blood flowing. We
use the noun to refer to a person traveling on foot, usually
in contrast to someone traveling by some other way (bicycle, carriage,
motorcar, etc.). It can also be an adjective that describes something
meant for people walking on foot ("a pedestrian bridge" or "a
pedestrian tour").
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The Origin of 'Pedestrian’

The Latin pedester means "going on foot" and derives from the noun
for "foot," which is pes. A pedometer measures your steps; a pedal is
operated by the foot; a biped is a creature with two feet and a
quadruped is one with four.

In early use, pedestrians were contrasted with
who traveled on horseback.

—those

h accounted complete in all the exercises of chiv.

possessed of much of the acter of w hen termed a
perfect knight, the person of the Count v far from being a
model of romantic beauty. He was under the common size
though very strongly built, and his legs rather curved outw

into that makse vack, than

In the 18th century, pedestrian described a type of statue—one that
depicted a person (such as a soldier) standing on foot, as opposed to
one mounted on a horse, which was also known as equestrian.
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'Pedestrian’ as an Adjective

Pedestrian has another sense in English, as an adjective meaning
"dull" or "commonplace."
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So what happ to pedestrian to cause it to mean "dull" or
"unimaginative?" There's the notion of speed, for one thing:
pedestrians certainly move more slowly than someone or a horse or
in a chariot (a riding experience that might get the heart racing). Yet
some might argue that taking a slower pace might be more enjoyable
—even more exciting—than those faster transports. It depends, we
suppose, on where the road takes you. Look both ways when you
cross.
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The dérive (French: [de. giv], "drift") is an unplanned journey through a landscape, usually
urban, in which participants stop focusing on their everyday relations to their social
environment.
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What does it mean to be a pedestrian?
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stroll
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POINXS (Points of InAccess)
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Friedrich Kittler's The City is a Medium

https://monoskop.org/images/0/04/Kittler_Friedrich_1996_The_City_Is_a_Medium.pdf

Shannon Mattern's A City is Not a Computer

https://placesjournal.org/article/a-city-is-not-a-computer/
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LIDIA:

Perhaps interesting to look at nudge theory: htips.//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nudge_theory

And, related to that, this film by Harun Farocki about the human design/social engineering of
shopping malls: https://www.harunfarocki.de/films/2000s/2001/the-creators-of-the-shopping-
worlds.html

The Real Lives game: htips.//reallivesworld.com/

ORIT HALPERN'S BEAUTIFUL DATA https://www.dukeupress.edu/beautiful-data

FLANEUR CRITICISM htips://salvage.zone/salvaging-situationism-race-and-space/
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Piepzna-Samarasinha, L. L. (2018) Care work: dreaming disability justice, Vancouver,
Arsenal Pulp Press. https://web-p-ebscohost-com.hr.idm.oclc.org/ehost/detail/detail ?
vid=0&sid=03ca461f-92bd-4b52-8b86-

64644 3bf4597%40redis&bdata=JkF1dGhUeXBIPWIWLGNvb2tpZSx1aWQmbGFuZz1ubCZ
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https://walkinglab.org/podcast/

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/14735789709366602

Knabb, K. (ed.)(2006)_Situationist International anthology, Rev. and expanded ed.,
Berkeley, CA, Bureau of Public Secrets.

: https://web.mit.edu/allanmc/www/benjamin.pdf
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BENCHMARKING
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verb

verb: benchmark; 3rd person present: benchmarks; past tense: benchmarked; past
participle: benchmarked; gerund or present participle: benchmarking

evaluate (something) by comparison with a standard.
"we are benchmarking our performance against external criteria"

When walking around, make a pitstop at a bench. Just sit there in the middle
part. Look forward. Make yourself comfortable and take an unlimited time to see
evaluate the premise. What does the neighborhood look like, what is the

demographic. How much is it designed? Is it possible for anyone to be there?==

Make a list of the specs.

Is there anything that could be tweaked?

Be your own tracking device

In a smart city, be a smart civilian, look at the surroundings

from your own point of critique, make notes
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Accessing Location

Limited access / disability
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Latitudes and altitudes

defined by the prime meridian and the equator \
meridian meaning MidDay

Equator -> AeQuator -> circulus Aequator diei etonoctus
Circle equalizing day and night

make equal

equa

Timezones

geopolitics
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Benchmarking as loitering practice
benchmark: a standard or point of reference against which things may be compared.
"the pay settlement will set a benchmark for other employers and workers"

ideal - a test designed to evaluate or compare the performance of computer hardware
or software.

"we thought we'd run some benchmarks on the smartphone"

a surveyor's mark cut in a wall, pillar, or building and used as a reference point in

measuring altitudes.
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With POINXS | intent to counter map locations.
The locations aren't manoeuvrable.

With this project a way of countermapping could be marking certain points of the city.

Through methods of benchmarking and geolocating
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51.921149149128134, 4.508842999837357
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scooterhill that isn't optional for a scootmobile
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OOSTZEEDIJK Wikipedia paraphrased translation: The Oostzeedijk is a high

BENEDEN dyke in Rotterdam. On the Upperpart of the Oostzeedijk there is
a tram lane. Close to the Voorschoterlaan there's hill in
between of the upper and lower part of the dyke.

ALTITUDE 51.921149149128134




OOSTZEEDIJK
BENEDEN

LATITUDE
DESCRIPTION
INTENTIONS

FRUSTRATIONS

Wikipedia paraphrased translation: The Oostzeedijk is a high
dyke in Rotterdam. On the Upperpart of the Oostzeedijk there is
a tram lane. Close to the Voorschoterlaan there's hill in
between of the upper and lower part of the dyke.

4.508842999837357
scooter hill Kralingen

| was walking and my brother and mother were in their
Scootmobiles. We were looking for a place to eat and drink after a
nice walk in the botanical garden. It was sunny and we thought "let's
go up the dike to see". Since there was a hill going upwards that
was wide enough for a scootmobile. We continued going on to the
pavement towards Oostplein where we stumbled upon a beautiful
big yet inconvenient piece of green. This resulted in two
scootmobiles having to go off since there were no 'hellinkjes'
(ramps). So imagine two of these safe scootmobiles, not being able
to off pavement, just going in reverse until you can finally turn.

The lack of accountability. It's not necessarily the complaint of a tree
'standing in the way' but more the lack of once again a ramp to just
have the possibility to cross the street in order to continue getting to
your location. Because at this point it only seems to be a place to
just park your bike
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countermapping 'flaneur’
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glossary:

basis of the word

affordance
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: the quality or property of an object that defines its possible uses or makes clear
how it can or should be used.
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hostile architecture
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biopolitics foucault
biopower
birith of politics




surveillance
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foto van prentbriefkaart uit nl: 1900, fotograaf onbekend.
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